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Save our Irish Sea

Slowly the UK is getting a network of Marine Protected Areas to save our
precious marine life. But one of the big missing links is the Irish Sea

The muddy seabed is
home to an enormous
range of life
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The mud Is also a valuable fishing ground for prawns

Dublin Bay prawns (aka the pub-grub scampi and posh nosh langoustine) provide one of the most important and profitable fisheries in the Irish Sea

It’s not just prawns

As the heavy nets are dragged Landed and sold Discarded

across the seabed, other species are

caught too. Some are sold but
tonnes of lower quality and juvenile
fish are thrown back, along with A consequence of the fishing method is a
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Declining stocks

Many fisheries exhibit a boom and bust pattern.
The whitefish stocks in the Irish Sea may not be
recovering due to bycatch and habitat
degradation. Prawns, at the bottom of the food
chain, can survive in highly degraded habitats
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losses in the EU in the
last 10 years due to over-fishing
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And the Irish Sea is the A 10-second guide to Marine

missing link in the UK’s Conservation Zones

network of Marine To be sustainable, the sites in the UK network need
Protect ed Areas Key to meet five crucial criteria:
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Government has set Marine

up Marine Conservation

Conservation Zones Zones

around England.
These will contribute
to a network that
should allow our
marine life to recover
after decades of
abuse. One of the big
gaps is the

Irish Sea
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fisheries. In the Irish
Sea, protecting areas
from bottom trawling
could allow prawns to
grow bigger, and spill
over into the fished
areas. The whitefish
stocks could

recover too.
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Protect it!

Please help us to save our Irish
Sea. Find out more at

irishsea.org/MCZs




